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CALENDAR
LWVSLOCO 2009 - 2010

August 29, LWVC REGIONAL WORKSHOP
Saturday Santa Barbara, CA (see p. 10)
Fee with Lunch

September 12, OPENING MEETING
Saturday A. J. Spurs, Arroyo Grande
Guest Speaker, Julie Rodewald

September 29, BOARD MEETING
Tuesday PG&E Community Center

October 8, LUNCH & LEARN with the LEAGUE
Thursday Subject: GRAND JURY
PG&E Community Center

October 27, BOARD MEETING
Tuesday PG&E Community Center

Be an informed voter

9:30 AM- 2: 30 PM

10:00 AM -1:00 PM

11:30 AM — 1:30 PM

11:00A M —1:00 PM

11:30 A M —1:30 PM
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Message from the President

Ann Garfinkel

Bill and | have had a brilliant summer, traveling to
many countries in Scandinavia and the Baltic Sea
region, as well as to family celebrations in
Benicia, CA and Boston, MA. Itis lovely to be
back in our home!

Your Board has planned an exciting year of
activities and we need YOUR help to make it
happen. We are looking to fill several key spots,
namely Social Policy, Natural Resources, and
Planning & Land Use.

Social Policy covers education, workforce
housing, juvenile justice, law enforcement,
libraries, public health, and environmental health.

Natural Resources covers Air and Water, and
Planning and Land Use covers a range of topics
key to the quality of life here on the Central Coast.

These are Board positions, requiring attendance
at monthly meetings, as well as active
participation in the overall health and well being of
our League. The time commitment varies, but on
average, you can expect to spend ten to fifteen
hours a month keeping current on your portfolio.

Guaranteed you will learn a lot and have a good
time in the process! Please call Colleen
Ehrenberg at 773-5009 or me at 528-5004.

See you in September!

Membership Memo
Sharon Whitney

It's the start of a new year for the League and you
know what that means, the 2009-2010 dues are
due! If you haven't already done so, please remit
$60 (individual membership) or $85 (household
membership) to LWVSLO, PO Box 4210, San
Luis Obispo, CA 93403. If you have questions
about your membership due date, please contact
Sharon Whitney, 805 543-8182 or e-mail her at
sharon@sharonwhitney.com

We are pleased to welcome the following new
members who have joined LWVSLO recently:

Mr. Edgar Smith,
731 Marina Street,
Morro Bay, 93442,
772-1369

Elsie Dietz,

1181 Green Oaks Dr.,
Los Osos, CA 93402,
jerryelsie@aol.com

Mary Ricker Cherry,
532 Stonehenge Dr.,
SLO, CA 93401,
544-0040

It is our special pleasure to welcome Mary Ricker
Cherry, a lifetime member, having first joined
LWV in Pine Bluff, Arkansas in about 1952. She
was also president of the Tulsa, OK league in the
mid 1960's and most recently a member of the
San Diego League.

Important New Contact Information
LWVSLO Phone number 805-782-4040
PG&E Community Center

6588 Ontario Road, Avila Beach
(Off Hwy 101 and San Luis Bay Drive)
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VOTER GETS NEW LOOK!

As part of an ongoing effort to cut down on
expenses, the 2009-2010 VOTER is going out
electronically to the membership for the first time .
It will still be supplied to our 42 members without
computer connections as a paper newsletter.
However, the on-line version will be our primary
news link with League members. As with
anything brand new, we are still working out the
kinks, and hopefully every month it will get a little
more polished. It will be difficult to match the
professional look of previous years because of the
wonderful desktop publishing skills of Randy
Spoeneman. We will miss his talented input, but
with a lot of help from others, we will persevere.

Other LWVSLO changes for 2009-2010 are
working out well. The new answering service we
mentioned in June is performing efficiently, and
plans have been finalized to make the PG&E
Community Center our primary meeting place for
the year. The PG&E staff could not have been
more gracious and helpful accommodating our
monthly schedules. As we've heard lately, a
crisis, such as losing your office and meeting
area, can be an opportunity for beneficial change!

Pati Dale, Editor

August 26" Women's Suffrage Day

In 1848 some 300 people convened at Wesleyan
Methodist Church in Seneca Falls, NY., “to
discuss the social, civil, and religious condition
and rights” of women. The convention had been
planned just five days earlier by Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, Lucretia Mott, and three others. After two
days, 100 attendees signed the Declaration of
Sentiments that declared, “...all men and women
had been created equal.” As well as identifying
18 “injuries and usurpations”, it listed 11
resolutions, including the radical demand for the
right to vote. Only one of these original signers
lived long enough to cast her vote 72 years later.

History Channel Magazine 2009

A LWVC On-line letter from
Trudy...

LWVC Convention: May 2011

Convention 2011 will take place over the weekend
of May 13, 2011 in Ventura.

The LWVC Board received two outstanding
applications to host the 2011 convention. Both
applicants provided good locations to hold our
convention, and offered different, but equally
interesting experiences for our members. The
board reviewed both applications carefully.

The deciding factor was that one of the applicants
hosted the LWVC convention in 1999 while the
other applicant, a Central Coast coalition of
Leagues (San Luis Obispo County, Santa
Barbara, Santa Maria Valley, and Ventura
County) has never hosted a convention during
their 50 years in existence. It was decided that the
four Central Coast Leagues that joined together
should be given that opportunity. [Ed. Note:
That's us! Much more to come on this
announcement later!]

We have begun negotiating with possible
convention hotels. Look for more information in
future LWVC Leaders UPDATES.

Contact me at tjarratt@Iwvc.org to ask questions
or provide input at any time.

Trudy Jarratt, First Vice President
vicepresident@lwvc.org

VOTE
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The gang from LWVSLOCO at State Convention in Long
Beach, May 15-17, 2009. Socializing with wine and cheese
around the table from left to right are: Sara Horne, Joan Ann
Rich, Trudy Jarrett (standing), Arlene Powers, Maggie
Higgins, Pati Dale and Sharon Whitney.

Remembering State Convention
by Arlene Powers

I had the opportunity to attend a workshop given
by the Center for Governmental Studies, titled
“Initiatives & Referendums, Where Do We Go
from Here?” | would like to share some of the
highlights:

“The Initiative began as a tool to break the hold of
special interests’ power on Californian
government. Now, a century later, there is
widespread acknowledgement that it has become
a tool for special interests to control government
and a very expensive and lucrative tool at that.”

“Ballot initiatives have reshaped the lives of
California citizens for almost 100 years, yet the
initiative process itself has become outmoded,
inflexible, confusing, complex, difficult for citizens
to use and excessively dominated by money,
concludes a new report, Democracy by Initiative:
Shaping California’s Fourth Branch of
Government”.

“In an ironic twist of fate, what was once a tool of
regular citizens to circumvent the influence of
money has become a tool for special interests to
try to buy favorable policy at the ballot box. *

Some Suggestions for improving the Initiative &
referendum process to help eliminate litigation
after an amendment has passed include:

August - September 2009

* Proponents could amend their initiatives shortly
after qualification, allowing them to fine-tune their
initiatives after circulation. But the legislature
could also amend them after enactment. In both
cases, the amendments would have to be
consistent with the purposes and intent of the
original initiative proposal.

» A mandatory legislative hearing would help
proponents learn of potential problems with their
proposal and resolve them. At the same time, the
initiative’s opponents would have a forum in which
to present their objections to the measure before
it appears on the ballot.

* A longer circulation period will better enable
grassroots groups to circulate signature petitions
with volunteer signature gatherers and help them
avoid fees for professional circulation firms.
Provide signatories with more information and
increase disclosure of the initiative’s financial
backers.

1. Longer Circulation Period

a. Increase the circulation period from
150 to 365 days.

2. Notice of Campaign Finance Disclosure
Information Available On-line During
Circulation Drive

Improved Information in Ballot Pamphlet
Simplified Petition and Ballot Descriptions
Reinstatement of FCC'’s Fairness Doctrine

a. Encourage the government to
reinstate the Federal
Communications

b. Commission’s fairness doctrine as
it applies to ballot measures.

6. Consider Limiting Campaign Expenditures

a. Consider setting reasonable
ceilings on campaign expenditures.

The Center for Governmental Studies feels these
recommendations and many others would both
improve the way laws are enacted and help to
restore public confidence in the initiative and
legislative processes. For more information visit

http://cgs.org
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LWVUS WANTS TO HEAR YOUR
STORY

Did you know the national League wants to hear
about you? They are posting narratives on-line to
celebrate the lives of members nationwide.
LWVSLO has five members with over 50 years of
membership. What stories they must have to
share! Just recently Sharon Whitney was relating
her first experience at a national convention, in
her early 20's and pregnant! Wouldn't they love to
hear from her? [News Flash! Sharon did turn her
story in plus a 60's picture on 8/07/09. Keep
checking www.lwvus.org !]

Go online and read about some remarkable
people. LWVC will give a “poppy pin” to all
California members who make a submission. The
following is taken from the LWVC website,

The League Storybank

The Storybank is full of wonderful stories of
success and triumph from League members
across the country. We are seeking submissions
from members just like you; exceptional women
(men) who have exceptional stories. Stories
should highlight the value of membership in the
League, particularly personal stories of
achievement and leadership. LWVUS will be
collecting and posting them on the national Web
site, sharing them with members of the media,
and encouraging other League members to
submit stories and promote the Storybank as well.
Go to www.lwvus.org and click on storybank.

In Memoriam

George Clucas, husband of Jan Clucas,
lifetime LWV member, passed away recently.
A memorial was held at San Luis Obispo Golf
and Country Club on Aug. 9, 2009.

Dorothy Emma Woolpert, 101, long time San
Luis Obispo resident and LWV member,
passed away on July 21, 2009

OBSERVER CORPS REPORT

Nacimiento Project Commission Meeting
May 28, 2009 4:00 PM,

Templeton Community Services District Offices
by: Barbara Weymann and Dorothy Byles

Members Present: Dave Romero, Chair,
David Brooks, Vice Chair, Frank Mecham, Grigger
Jones, John Hamon,

Members Absent: None. Also attending: John
Hollenbeck, Chief Executive of the project

Construction Status

A Hydraulic oil leakage was found along the
Intake portal pipe. It has been contained and
fixed. Installation of pipe is awaiting construction
on the Camp Roberts site. Once it begins, it
should be an easy installation. Pipe installation is
progressing in the North River Road area and
should be done soon. South River Road was
opened to through traffic at the end of April.
185,000 feet of pipe has been installed out of
235,000 feet total.

Technical Support Group Route Tour

On April 9, 2009, representatives from
Atascadero, Templeton, San Luis Obispo, State
Dept of Pubic Health, and others joined
Nacimiento Project team members on a route
tour. It was very instructive for everyone.

Status of Project Delivery Team Activities

Right of way - There are still a few minor issues to
clear up along the Rocky Canyon Road area.

Design Activities — Black and Veatch continues to
work with the construction manager for any
requests for information.

Environmental Permitting Activities — There is
ongoing dialogue about the steelhead habitat
problem and it has been decided to put a bridge
over the area in question rather than dig a tunnel
underneath. Archaeological work is still being
done in the Camp Roberts area, but nothing has
been found to delay the project.

August - September 2009 Join Us in Making Democracy Work Page 4



League of Women Voters of San Luis Obispo County

Volume 50, Number 1

VOTER

Outside Agency Issues

A Paso Robles proposed amendment to the
Health and Safety Code is being sponsored by

Assemblyman Blakeslee’'s Assembly Bill 80. It has
made its way through committee, now in the
Assembly. The Water, Parks and Wildlife
Committee passed it on March 24™. The Assembly
Floor passed it on the consent calendar on Aptil 2
The next step is that the bill will be heard in 8enate
Environmental Quality Committee.

The invasive mussel inspections report indicates
no detection of any invasive mussel species.
Arrangements for an elected officials meeting are
underway to discuss the invasive mussel
prevention and other points of coordination.
Meacham and Romero will represent the
Commission. Monterey County officials will be
there too.

Camp Roberts has yet to present a list of in-lieu
services it wants in exchange for easements
allowed on the property. If they don’t come
through with such a list, the project will have to
pay them $125,000.

PG&E hasn't yet started to provide capacity for
the Intake Pump Station, but plan to have the
electrical service for the Intake by Oct.1, 2009.

Both the Lewis Pollard Family Trust and the
California Men’s Colony continue to express
interest in participation in the project. The CMC
would like 400 acre-feet of allowance. Dialog with
Santa Margarita Ranch is on hold. Heritage
Ranch is asking for a potential tie in to the
pipeline for emergency use during drought times
when the lake is at low flow. At that point, they
would not be able to pump the lake water into the
river, from which they take it. They already have
entitlement to the water. It is their sole source of
water for their community of about 4200 people. A
presentation was given about this problem. The
Commission was sympathetic to their request, but
wants more discussion about it. There are about
6000 acre-feet to spare currently.

Nacimiento Reservoir Status — Reservoir status
as reported by the Monterey Water Resources
Agency is 34-percent full, or 126,720 acre-feet as

of May 20, 2009. The minimum draw level is
22,300 acre-feet and the minimum pool is 10,000
acre-feet. Beyond that, no water is available.
Drought conditions are worrisome, but they still
feel confident that there will be enough water to
release without reaching the minimum pool.

Schedule and Budget Issues

They are on budget and ahead of the schedule
with the project. They believe the project will be
done by mid

2010, ahead of schedule. They have spent $119
million out of a budget of $176 million. They still
have a contingency budget that hasn't been
tapped.

The next meeting is scheduled for August 27,
20009.

Meeting was dismissed at 5:20PM.

Join The Observer Corp!
Learn About Your County!

Lunch and Learn
Programs Planned

Lunch and Learn sessions will continue to be held
on the second Thursday of the month during the
noon hour (11 to 1). Attendees are encouraged to
bring a sack lunch and listen to various
speakers/panels discuss topical issues
concerning our county and state. During the
coming fall months we will be examining the
county Grand Jury system as well as studying the
First Five educational program

Arlene Powers, our 1* Vice President in charge of
Programs is working to plan relevant, interesting
presentations. She is urging all members to
“Please take time to review our Lunch and Learn
topics and plan on attending. We have a
wonderful new meeting facility, which is very
accessible from Hwy 101, | want to encourage
everyone to come and check it out.”
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SLO Democracy ---Then and Now

TV production as remembered by Adele and
passed through the hands of Sara, Trudy, and
Jean

It all started in 1998. Ed Merrill was the general
manager of Charter Cable and had run the
LWVSLO Pro and Con broadcasts on the
propositions before elections. Then the FCC said
every Cable Company had to allow Public Access
on their channels: One channel to be allotted
each for the public, education, and government, to
be known as PEG access. Mr. Merrill decided his
“public” would start with the LWV. He contacted
Gwen Henry, the LWVSLO President, and SLO
Democracy was born.

Gwen started with a committee of a few Leaguers.
Bob Lane who had a TV background, Shirley
Bianchi, who was then a supervisor, and Adele
Stern. A request in the Voter for people interested
in participating in an education show, funded with
Ed Funds, resulted in Sara Horne and Ann
Hampson answering the call. The first idea was
for Shirley to give tours and talk about
Government. That was vetoed when it was
brought up she would be running for office.

Thus, Gwen chose Adele to become the host. Ed
showed her how to sit, (leaning toward the guest),
how to keep hands still, (clutch a pen), and
explained 60 -120 sec. is about all the time a
viewer will pay attention, so we needed a question
and answer format to change the face on screen.

Ed Merrill felt a 30 minute show would work best.
He put us on Channel 2, it would be the Public
Access channel, and on occasion, #21, the county
channel, will run a show that is appropriate for it.
Bob Lane came up with the tag line we have used
since the first show started in 1999. Good
Government (should, could, would, may, might,)
be the usual, not the unusual.

At first the show was filmed in the studio of Pat
Renshaw. That meant we didn’t need a full crew.
When we switched to filming in Charter’s studio,
we added Trudy Jarratt and Jean Hoffman as
permanent crew. (Others helped for a short time)
Chris Volbrecht came on board for a few years.
They had to take classes in order to run the

machines. Trudy came up with the name SLO
Democracy .

It was decided that the TV planning committee
would include only those who worked on the
program, all were Indians, no Chiefs. Everyone
had a job. A few years later Donna Damon was
added to crew as was Janet Kourakis. Janet is
also Adele’s replacement as host. We now have
a second show, added in 2005 called Public
Issues, NOT An Education Fund show, hosted by
Joan Rich to cover current items of LWV
Advocacy.

Our format is to have the committee work up
guestions, Adele sends them to the guest, who is
then prepared to answer. We are educational not
adversarial, we have no desire to “catch” anyone.
The guests are invited by the committee. The
criteria for subject material is LWV positions, and
local groups who spend taxpayers money.

We, the TV Committee, always worked with the
approval of the LWVSLO board. Many Board
members have worked on the show. At first we
obtained our own monies. Lately the County
helped with funds for publicizing some shows. We
still work with little money, mostly donations.

Trudy was our first Film Editor, but with time she

needed help, and we needed to find some other

professional help. First we were lucky enough to
find a young man, Jeff, ( last name, to the best of
our collective memory, is Zimmerman) and today
we have Randy Allen. (Climbing on ladders and

fixing lights was beyond us. )

We have learned a lot over the years. Ed, our
mentor, said we should make the first show
especially exciting. So we chose an upcoming
school board recall election. That brought Julie
Rodewald, the county clerk-recorder to our show
for the first time. She still holds the record for the
most repeats.

This first program was to be a two show format.
The first, 30 minutes, split between Julie
explaining a recall, and the proponents of the
recall explaining their charges. The second show
would be the three recallees answering the
charges of their opponents. Taping the first show
went well. BUT the second, a week later, did not.
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The three board members came and refused to
answer the questions prepared by the
committee.. They insisted on having 30 minutes to
do and say what they wanted. One man became
so aggressive | was delighted my husband was
there to stand near me. Needless to say, they left,
and we only ran the first show, without the
proponents charges, but with more information on
elections and on recalls. A dull show, but
balanced as LWV always is.

Today’'s committee is Sara, Trudy, Donna, Janet
and Adele. Death took Ann, Jean moved to
Oregon, and Chris left.

Our shows have been running three times a week
for 11 years now, almost 200 shows, and

League has enjoyed a prime position on public
access television. We taped twice a month, for 10
months a year, for the first 6 years, then found if
we taped once a month, but taped two shows, we
were more efficient. When we take our twice a
year break, we run what we call Evergreens;
shows that are topical but not date specific, like
the Fire Prevention one before fire season, air
pollution, head start etc.

Two of our past presidents, and committee
members, Sara Horne and Trudy Jarratt were the
incorporators and first co-chairs of SLO County
Public Access Television Committee. Public
Television is believed to be the newest town
square of ideas and opinions. SLO Democracy
has come a long way but times do change and we
are approaching the end of a very productive era
of educating and engaging citizens in issues and
the political process.

The format and frequency of the shows will be
changing but we hope to still have a presence on
public access television as long as it is available
in our county.

[Ed. Note: After meeting with Charter to evaluate
future productions, it was decided that SLO
Democracy would not continue on a regular basis,
but would present special productions, such as
pros and cons on ballot measures or unusual
happenings that concerned LWVSLO. Sara

Horne has decided to take a much deserved
retirement from TV programming.]

Board Meetings Moved:
New Time, New Place, New
Members?

In an effort to attract new members to fill vacant
positions on the board and to accommodate
working members, the LWV Board has voted to
switch their monthly meetings to the last
Thursday of the month from 11:30 to 1:30. They
have also moved their meetings, along with other
LWV functions, to the PG&E Community Room,
6588 Ontario Rd., (just off Hwy 101 and San Luis
Bay Drive, Avila Beach.

Relevant Websites
LWVSLOCO www.lwvslo.org
LWVUS

(Click on “members” and create your own
password)

LWVC — members

Guide to Government  www.guidetogov.org

www.lwv.org

www.lwvc.org/lwvonly

Secretary of State  www.ss.ca.gov
Senate  www.Ssenate.ca.gov
Assembly  www.assembly.ca.gov
Easy Voter Guide  wwweasyvoter.org
League Easy Web  www.lwvnet.org

Smart Voter www.smartvoter.org

The San Luis Obispo County VOTER is published
7 times a year by the League of Women Voters of
San Luis Obispo County

PO Box 4210
San Luis Obispo, CA 93403
(805) 782-4040

www.lwvslo.org www.smartvoter.org
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LWVSLO 2009 - 2010 BOARD MEMBERS
OFFICERS:

President: Ann Garfinkel president@Iwvslo.org
1% Vice President: Arlene Powers info@Iwvslo.org
2" Vice President:  Sara Horne info@Iwvslo.org
Treasurer: Maggie Higgins info@Iwvslo.org
Secretary: Evelyn Jeys - info@Iwvslo.org
DIRECTORS:

Membership: Sharon Whitney info@Iwvslo.org
Communications: Pati Dale info@Iwvslo.org
Government: Emily Penfield info@Iwvslo.org
Social Policy: Open

Natural Resources: Open
Planning & Land Use: Open

Development: Open

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

Budget: Glenn Silloway

Website: Carey Marsh

Nominating: Colleen Ehrenberg

LWVC Management Training Advisor: Beverly King

Opening Meeting, with Guest Speaker Julie Rodewald&LO County Clerk/Recorder
Saturday, September 12th, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Why Not Bring a Guest?

A.J. Spurs, 1760 ElI Camino Real, Grover Beach, Z88
Cost $20 Includes: Soup, Salad, Main DishliGBread & Root Beer Float

RSVP By Monday September 7th
Name

Phone

Entree Choice:
6 0z Top Sirloin SteaD 12 0z BBQ Chicken Breal___| Veggie PastD

Make Checks Payable to LWVSLOCO

Mail to LWVSLOCO PO Box 4210, San Luis Obispo, CA 93403
Or Call 782-4040 (note new number)
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Dear Members,

Thank you to all who have sent in their renewal checks along with updated information. We are making
every effort to reach all of our members quickly and efficiently. The shift to electronic communication
continues at every level of League, so having your correct e-mail is crucial. Locally, everything coming from
LWVUS is in digital format, and LWVC sends most materials the same way. We will make every effort to
keep the information coming your way, but you are urged to learn how to access our website:
www.lwvslo.org at your local Library if you do not have a computer in your home. Please remember that
changes to your e-mail, phone number, or address must be sent to Sharon Whitney, LWVSLO PO Box
4210, San Luis Obispo, CA 93403

Our next edition will include updated member information, so if you have not had a chance to send in your
dues please do so at your earliest convenience. Your very hard working Board appreciates your help!

If you have any questions about when your dues are up for renewal please call me at 805 543-8182.
Sharon Whitney

Membership Director

JOIN THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS... and make an INFO RMED difference!
BECOME A LEAGUE MEMBER OR GIVE A GIFT MEMBERSHIP!!

Invite a Friend to JOIN UP!

Membership is open to all citizens of voting agessociate membership is offered to those undends,
citizens and individuals wishing to receive the \ER only.

Membership is for one year, July 1 to June 30

$60 individual|:| $85 household membershipd&spns same addreD $25 associate mdrripiD
| wish to make an additional CONTRIBUTION in the @umt of: $

| am unable to join at this time, but here is a GBBUTION in the amount of: $

Contributions to LWVSLOCO are not tax deductible.
Contributions to LWVSLOCO Education fund are taxidetible

Name(s)

Address
City

Zip Code Phone
E-mail

Please make checks payable to LWVSLOCO and mail tol WVSLOCO
PO Box 4210
San Luis Obispo, CA 93403
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